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1 . THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE ON "OIL EXPLORATION IN ANTARCTICA ": 
TOOK PLACE IN THE SENATE ON FEBRUARY 16 BETWEEN SENATOR 
DOUGLAS MCCLELLAND (LABOR, NSW, REPRESENTING THE SHADOW MIN- 
ISTER FOR SCIENCE IN THE SENATE) AND SENATOR WEBSTER 
(MINISTER FOR SCIENCE) "SENATOR DOUGLAS MCCLELLAND MY QUES- 
TION IS DIRECTED TO THE MINISTER FOR SCIENCE AND CONCERNS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HIS ANNOUNCEMENT, FOLLOWING HIS VISIT LAST MONTH TO 
ANTARCTICA, THAT AN INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM WAS PLAN- 
NING TO SPEND DOLS 100 M IN DRILLING FOR OIL OFF ANTARCTICA. 

I ASK WHETHER THIS CONSORTIUM IS PROPOSING TO CARRY OUT 
THE DRILLING IN WATERS ADJACENT TO THE AUSTRALIAN ANT- 
ARCTIC TERRITORY, FOR WHICH TERRITORY THE MINISTER FOR 
SCIENCE IS MINISTERIALLY RESPONSIBLE TO THIS PARLIAMENT. 
"SENATOR WEBSTER - AS THE HONOURABLE SENATOR HAS IN- 
DICATED, I VISITED THE ANTARCTIC IN JANUARY OF THIS 
YEAR. ON MY RETURN I MADE SOME COMMENTS DURING A PRESS 
INTERVIEW IN WHICH THE MAIN INTEREST OF THE INDIVIDUALS 
CONCERNED WAS THE RESOURCES OF THE ANTARCTIC. IN AN- 
SWER TO THE PARTICULAR QUESTION RAISED BY THE HONOURABLE 
SENATOR, I POINT OUT THAT AT THAT TIME I MADE THIS 
COMMENT: 

GENERALLY, EXPLOITATION IS NOT OCCURRING FOR MIN- 
ERALS. THAT WOULD BE THE OFFICIAL SITUATION. PM 
TOLD, WHILST I’M THERE, THAT THERE ARE SOME DRILLING 
PROGRAMS WHICH OBVIOUSLY WILL BRING FORTH INFOR 
MATION UPON WHICH MINERAL EXPLORATION, IN THE FUTURE, 

CAN BE BASED. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE OFFICIAL 
SITUATION OF THE MANY NATIONS ARE, I WAS TOLD THAT 
THERE IS A DRILLING PROGRAM BY A CONSORTIUM WHICH IS 
TAKING PLACE IN OFF-SHORE WATERS, TO THE VALUE OF 
SOME DOLS 100 M, WHICH SOUND A VERY BIG PROGRAM. BUT 
THAT IS IN THE WATERS JUST OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY." 

I MADE THAT STATEMENT WHEN I RETURNED FROM THE ANTARCTIC. 
THERE IS NO PARTICULAR SECRET, I WOULD THINK, ABOUT THE 
DISCOVERY OF MINERAL RESOURCES GENERALLY OR THE RESOURCES 
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OF THE TERRITORY GENERALLY. ANTARCTICA HAS VERY LARGE RE- 
SOURCES AND THEY HAVE BEEN MENTIONED ON MANY OCCASIONS. 
INDEED, I BELIEVE THAT AN ABC PROGRAM BROADCAST IN 
LAST COUPLE OF DAYS CARRIED A REPORT FROM AMERICA TO 
THIS EFFECT. HOWEVER, THAT IS THE COMMENT I MADE, AND IF 
THE HONOURABLE SENATOR STUDIES MY WORDS HE WILL KNOW THAT 
THEY ARE CORRECT." 

"SENATOR DOUGLAS MCCLELLAND - BY WAY OF SUPPLEMENTARY 
QUESTION, I ASK THE MINISTER WHETHER HE IS PREPARED TO 
STATE THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION? SECONDLY, WILL HE 
STATE THE NAMES OF THE PEOPLE OR ORGANIZATIONS WHICH 
MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM?" 
"SENATOR WEBSTER - THE ANSWER TO THE TWO QUESTIONS 
IS NO." 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE PRESS UNDOUBTEDLY READ MORE 
INTO SENATOR WEBSTER'S STATEMENT THAN HE INTENDED, HIS 
DICINCLINATION TO CITE THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION 
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AND THE NAMES OF PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATIONS SUPPOSEDLY 
INVOLVED, IS TAKEN BY PARLIAMENT WATCHERS AS A CLEAR 
INDICATION THAT HE HAD RATHER BADLY MISUNDERSTOOD 
WHAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD DURING HIS TRIP TO ANTARCTICA. 
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